INTERIORS

Sparked by an interest
in archaeology, Dick
Knight was one of the
first farmers to
diversify. Sarah
Pritchard-Williams
reports on how R W
Knight and Son came
about. Pictures by
Paul Stallard

HE website of the R W

Knight and Son will tell

you everything you need to

know about heating your

home, but what it won’t tell
you is the interesting story behind
this family heating business based in
Marshfield.

R W Enight and Son operates out of the
family farm, parts of which date back to the
16th century. Founder Dick Knight's interest
in archaeclogy and architecture led to a very
interesting find in the 1960s when he was a
young hushand to Mary and fathier of three.

Dick Enight explains: “I was interested in-

finding out the history of the longhouse on

ourfarm. The late Lesley Gore, of the Workers -

FEducation Association, recognised the
structure to be a Monmouth-type longhouse —
so-called as they had, up to that Dpoint, only
been recognised mManmcruth

“The building would have been used to
house animals on one side and the farmer's
family on the other More of these longhouses
have since heen discovered on Dartmoor.”

This unusual find, along with other
medieval artifacts found on the site, such as
Stone-Age arrowheads and thatching rope
made from old man’s beard, brought a lot of
visitors from archaeological societies to
Castle Farm. \

The attention led Dick to decide to open up
amuseum so that the general public could see
for themselves how people had lived hundreds
of years ago. To do this he had to get planning
permission for the utnusual and listed
building.

The Farmers' Weekly got wind of this and

thought it would make a good feature, The -

published article; “Mr Knight goes public”
appeared on April 18, 1875, :

Farmers diversifying was not heard of in
those days and Dick was ahead of the times.
This in itself led to a request for permission
from the Civil Servants Union to write about
diversification.

However, before either of the two. articles
above were published, the Formers Weekly
published a photograph of Mary Knight
warming up beside her wood burning stove
along with'a caption.

Dick said: “The journalist Sally Smith who
was writing about the opening of the museum
turned up at Castle Farm on'a miserable,
rainy day. She was so impressed with the

wood-burning stove we had that she wanted to

Keeping it In the famlly: Henry Knight with lils,'-fathe_r_ Dick; the founder of R W Knight and Son heating business in Marshfield, Chippenham

A family firm that is

feature it in the Farmers’ Weekly." The first
wood-burning stove article in the UK was
published on February 28, 1975,

“Sally was inundated with enquiries about
the stove - people askmg where they-could get
one from."” Dick said. =

“Sally bought us a bottle of sherry to thank
usas, it was the most mquines aboutafeature
she had ever had,” laughed D

“We were alsa inundated mth reguests
receiving 40:50 letters a day - ‘all with
self-addressed envelopes "he added.

* With the Folk Museum bringing in visitors
— at only 10p per person, which wasn't a Tot
then! - and the museum shop stocked with
wood crafts, Dick hit on the idea of selling

~ . Dick remembers: *

Norwegian wood-burning stoves. “A ferrific
boom for us was the fact that, at the time, oil
was under Arab control and expensive and
‘Dutch Elm was rife.”

Dick remembers; “When we set up the

business, CND were very big, and suppnrfers.
came here with car 'tl'ckers saymg ‘Split

wood, not atoms’
~ Thatwas in 1975, today BW nght a.nd Sar
are. dmng aroaring trade and haven't lunkgd
backsince. Dick’s son Hen :

‘school, T was ptmlmg { pmblam w1th a
specific chimney Henry came in and came up
witha suggestiou that we hadn’t thaught af 1

doing a roaring trade

knew then that he was a natural and he took to
the business like a duck to water.”

And Dick's interest in archaeclogy and
architecture remains strong to this day Dick
said: “In the spring of 1998 Tony Robinson,
Professor Mick Aston of Bristol University
and the History Hunters television crew came
down to film on the farm and the
neighbouring area — in dry weather Roman
and Tron Age fields can be seen in the valley
across from the farm.

The programme went out on January 16,
1599, It was revealed through dendro-
chronolgy. - treering dating - that the
longhouse on the farm was constructed way
back in 1540!"
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Memory lane: Dick Knight back In 1975 in
frant of the medieval longhouse, above.
Mary Knight as she appeared in Farmers’
Weekly, above right, and today, right

Creature comforts:
Henry's dog Bright, ™
above, relaxesIn _ » e,
front of one of the —‘?'“ s
display stoves in &
“the shop, below
right. Tony
Robinson, right, & -
visited Castle 5
Farm to film an
episode of
History Hunters

G farm bqud:mgs at Castle

- A warm welcome

-EPUTED for its

' reliability and l
Iugh standard

of service, R W
B:night and Son. still
uperat_es out of the
attractive and historic §§

Farm

My first wvisit there in
January, saw me driving out S
of ‘the ' city into the [
countryside. A layer of snow i
dusted the fields' and roofs,
creating an idyllic winter
scene,
. The R W Enight showroom
is spread over two floors and ; i
they are packed to the rafters with stoves, cooking ranges, fire
grates and accessories.

They stock more than 12 mskes of stoves and flues to suit any
type of stove you choose: The staff are extremely knowledgeable

~about the stock and spend as much time as you need making sure

that you go away with the right stove. Once the correct stove is

: chosen—for the room, heat output and stvle - R W Knight and Son

recommend an in&tall_er. One of whom, is Phil Rummney who
runs Old Sodbury Builders and has been installing stoves R W
Knight and Son have sold for many years. Together, they provide
a complete service - a wealth of knowledge about stoves
combmed with the experience of ﬁthng them.

Friendly: The drive to R W Knight and Son, above, and shop,

top, on a snowy, winter's day last January when Sarah visited

~awarded first place
| at Ga._ combe event -

1 HW I{nlﬁrtandSonwnnths Best Trade Stand at this month's

i Saturday,Bspterhbe_r 8:
‘and Sunday, September 15

' Formore information about
stoves, :onlaot—ﬂ W Knight . &

- Chippenham, Wiltshire, SN14
- BHU, call: 01225 89'1.4&9

- vislt their website at
AW knlgm-amm

- ‘co.uk;, fax: 01225 852369 or

- stoves,co.uk

Show-stopping stand

Festival of British Eventing from Park. Thlmntwau
Judged by the British Equestrian Trade Association,

If you were unable to attend
the Batcombe show, don't
worry, you can visit the R W.
Knight and Son stand at the
following summer shows:

Berkeley Show on Munday,
August 27;

Frome Cheese Show on

Newhiiry Show/on: Saturday

andi16. .

Son, Castle Farm, Marshfield,

Award-winning: Dick Knight
receives the award for best
stand from Captain Mark Phillips

‘emall: enquiries@knight-
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